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2020 marks a new chapter for Kent’s early music festival as Stour Music welcomes internationally renowned conductor Robert Hollingworth as its new Artistic Director, following the retirement of Mark Deller after 45 years. Robert, who is also a radio/film presenter, educator and founder of the innovative vocal ensemble I Fagiolini (in part inspired by Mark’s group, the Deller Consort), first came to Stour in 1992, and the festival has been a regular pilgrimage of his ever since.
“I love the unique combination of a rural Kent church, Alfred Deller's grave nearby and the legendary hospitality – all of which seem to get musicians to give of their best. I'm flattered to be asked to step into Mark's shoes, and as the third counter-tenor/director of a vocal group to run the festival, will continue to ‘sound the trumpet’ for Stour.” RH
Robert’s first festival is a luxurious tour of the music that inspired him as a young musician.  One highlight is the tribute to legendary Stour visitor, David Munrow: ‘The Count and The Duke: Renaissance Big Band’.  Robert writes, “In the 1970s and 80s Munrow’s life-enhancing records of foot-tapping dance music were my everyday diet (alongside Count Basie and Duke Ellington). So I’ve asked wind-player extraordinaire Bill Lyons to assemble a one-off supergroup of Renaissance dance players especially for this performance: cornetts, crumhorns, rauschpfeifen, shawms, trumpets, regals, bagpipes, drums.  Child / sweetshop / me.”
Another large-scale highlight is an 17th century extravaganza entitled ‘Super-Excellent’ – the words of an English visitor to Venice on hearing its music. But as well as Venetian music in 18 parts, there’s a rare chance to hear a Catalan Battle Mass for three choirs by Juan Cererols, a hip-swaying ‘Dixit Dominus’ from Mexico by Juan de Araújo – and also the dark-chocolate textures of Heinrich Schütz. Robert conducts his own outstanding choir from the University of York, The 24, as well as the English Cornett and Sackbut Ensemble. 
With the splendour of Charpentier and Couperin from The Instruments of Time and Truth and Oxford Consort of Voices, as well as Purcell’s Indian Queen with the Festival Choir on the last day, audiences are in for a feast. And as a balance to this, the atmospheric candle-lit concerts at 10pm act as perfect aural sorbets. Jonathan Manson will play two Bach Cello Suites, tenor Nicholas Mulroy with lutenist Elizabeth Kenny perform Dowland (also dropping in something South American), The Guildhall School of Music and Drama  brings a recorder consort playing instruments commissioned by the Worshipful Company of Turners, while the thrilling young Spanish vocal quartet, Cantoría, bring us ‘El Toro!’.
Founded in 1962 by the celebrated counter-tenor Alfred Deller, the festival is centred on the beautiful Pilgrim church of All Saints' Boughton Aluph, with its wonderful acoustic, set in the heart of the Kent countryside in the Garden of England. Early music musicians from all over the world have come to appreciate this quintessential English summer festival, many returning several times to enjoy the warm and informed audience that has been built up over the life of the festival.

Festival visitors can enjoy a drink before or after the concerts in the Festival Marquee, or stay and have supper (pre-booking necessary, see website) before returning to the candle-lit Late Night Concert.  Teas are also served following the afternoon concerts. There is plentiful parking, including disabled access, and room to picnic in a rural setting overlooking the Stour valley.
Box Office: 01227 769075 or online at www.thegulbenkian.co.uk
Festival Praise:
‘Like a refreshing shower of everything that is best about music-making.’ Robin Blaze.
‘A very special festival.’  Harry Christophers (The Sixteen)
‘A pilgrim destination for connoisseurs of early music’ BBC Music Magazine

‘Stour Music every year brings top-level early music performers to the exquisite Pilgrim church in Boughton Aluph.’  Ivan Hewett, The Daily Telegraph.
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NOTES to editors:

For further information about Stour Music and the 2020 festival please contact:
Sue Davison, Press & Publicity sue.davison@stourmusic.org.uk 01233 732280
For further information about Artistic Director, Robert Hollingworth, and to download his up-to-date biography and photos please visit: https://www.percius.co.uk/artists/robert-hollingworth or for interview requests contact Libby Percival +44 7718 752 481 or libby@percius.co.uk
Artistic Director – Biography & Video material:
Robert Hollingworth founded I Fagiolini in 1986 and has presented all of their signature projects. Away from the group, Robert has directed the English Concert, Academy of Ancient Music, Irish Baroque Orchestra and the BBC Concert Orchestra as well as some of the world’s finest chamber choirs including: Accentus, NDR Chor, the National Chamber Choir of Ireland, BBC Singers, Nederlands Kamerkoor, Capella Cracoviensis, VOCES8 and RIAS Kammerchor.  Recent engagements included a trip to Perth where he was Keynote Presenter at Australian National Choral Association’s ChoralFest 2019, and the world premiere of Benji Merrison’s new piece, xoxvx ovoid, with the National Youth Choir of Great Britain for the Aldeburgh Proms. This season Robert returned to Berlin twice to conduct RIAS Kammerchor, in a programme of Purcell as part of the Barocktage Festival collaboration with Staatsoper, and Vecchi’s L’Amfiparnaso. Robert made his Russian debut as part of the British Council’s UK-Russia Year of Music conducting the Russian premiere of Blow Venus and Adonis featuring Anna Dennis and Jonathan Sells alongside Russian choir Intrada and Pratum Integrum.
Robert regularly writes and presents programmes for BBC Radio 3. He is Reader in Music at the University of York where he directs University Chamber Choir ‘The 24’ and runs an MA in Solo-Voice Ensemble Singing. 
Watch Robert talking Monteverdi - The Other Vespers – ‘It’s the Baroque, change everything’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W23HiUmlKUI
See Robert collecting I Fagiolini’s Gramophone Award in 2011 Striggio – Mass in 40 Parts: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbJC4ju0dXk
